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MEDIA RELEASE

Wednesday, 2 June 2010


Better value in bikes than light rail
The Bicycle Network today released its response to the Sydney Light Rail -Inner West Extension Study which proposes a two-way light rail in the old freight corridor that runs from Dulwich Hill to Rozelle. The submission is at cycleway.com.au
‘The Bicycle Network strongly opposes the recommendations of this study.’ Harry Barber said speaking for the Bicycle Network across Australia.

The study has made two fundamental errors. First it has assumed that the bike route should be secondary to a two-way light rail service. The reverse is true. The bike route is a better investment than the light rail.

On its own admission the light rail study says the light rail project has a high capital cost and a low benefit cost ratio of 1.6 in the northern section and only 1.0 in the southern section. On the other hand a recent study shows that the benefit cost ratios for bike routes linking the inner west to the CBD range from 5 – 24. 
These ratios suggest that the bicycle commuter link to the CBD should be the primary transport route along the corridor, accommodating where possible, a two-way light rail service.

The study fails to estimate the share of trips between the two modes. It is our contention that the bike route will carry more people than the light rail. 

The bike route will offer a faster more convenient service right into the CBD. The light rail turns away from the business district to Central Station. The bike route can be separated from traffic all the way; the light rail goes onto the road at Paddy’s Market. The bike ‘service’ will be 24/7 and leave whenever you want.

The second error in the study is to ignore the regional transport role of the bike route. By downgrading the bike route to local trips and recreation the study denies the Sydney transport network the benefit of thousands of bike trips.

While the study loses interest in the bike route at Iron Cove, the NSW Bike Plan 2010 shows a route running from the Cooks River up the freight line, through Lilyfield to the Anzac Bridge and on to the CBD. This is the bike route that should be in the study and should be built.
We support a light rail service in the corridor, but in order to extract the best transport value from the corridor, the light rail will have to run on a single line for short sections. 

(1) Inner Sydney Regional Bicycle Network – Demand assessment and economic appraisal. City of Sydney April 2010. AECOM has estimated that the benefit-cost ratio (BCR) arising from the development of cycling infrastructure for the following inner-west origin/destinations are: Marrickville – Sydney CBD – 21.29, Leichhardt – Sydney CBD – 13.24, Ashfield – Sydney CBD – 4.65
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