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     Media release

                                 From the Minister for Roads and Ports

Friday, 18 July, 2008
ST GEORGES ROAD ROUNDABOUT gets a lift in roads funding boost for northern suburbs
Roads and Ports Minister Tim Pallas today announced a $5.1 million funding boost to upgrade the St Georges Road-Merri Parade-Charles Street intersection in Northcote. 

Mr Pallas said the Brumby Government was taking action to improve roads in communities across Victoria and upgrading this intersection was an in important step towards meeting the transport needs of the northern suburbs. 

“The funding boost will upgrade this intersection by removing the existing roundabout and replacing it with traffic signals,” Mr Pallas said. 
“This roundabout experiences high levels of congestion during peak times. Safety issues can arise from vehicles approaching the roundabout too fast and approaching motorists failing to see the roundabout ahead. 
“Traffic signals at the intersection will result in better access for motorists, improved safety and a more efficient traffic flow.”
“The bicycle route along St Georges Road forms part of the Principal Bicycle Network. This project will also deliver improved bicycle connections through the intersection and link the St Georges Road off-road bicycle path north of the roundabout to the Merri Creek bike path and to existing bike facilities on St Georges Road south.
“This project will deliver significant benefits for the local area and I acknowledge the hard work of the Member for Northcote, Fiona Richardson for her advocacy on behalf of the community.”
Ms Richardson said the Government had listened to the community and was delivering on a commitment to improve the safety and efficiency of the road network in the northern suburbs. 
“This project will be welcomed by all road users - cyclists will have a safer journey and the tram and bus services will be more reliable thanks to the upgrade,” Ms Richardson said. 

Design and planning works for the St Georges Road-Merri Parade roundabout upgrade are already underway, with construction works expected to begin by mid next year.

Mr Pallas also announced $60,000 in funding for St Georges Rd-Holden St intersection for improvements that will give priority for buses and reduce delays to buses travelling through the intersection. 
“Roads were key to Victoria’s economic and social development – connecting our towns and suburbs,” Mr Pallas said. 
“The Brumby Government is delivering a range of projects to help tackle congestion and make roads in our suburbs safer.”
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