FEDERATION TRAIL FUNDING BOOST
Minister for Roads and Ports, Tim Pallas, today joined Bicycle Victoria CEO Harry Barber and a group of local cyclists to announce a further $250,000 for improvements to Federation Trail.

Mr Pallas said the funding boost will be used to improve 10km of the Trail by providing a continuous asphalt and concrete surface for the entire length of the trail from Brooklyn to Werribee.

“Federation Trail has been a popular cycling and walking path since it opened last October, and this latest funding boost will make the facility even better to use,” said Mr Pallas.
“At the moment, there is a mix of surfaces along the 23km trail, including short sections of concrete, asphalt and a coarse stone surface.  
“With this funding, the sections of coarse stone surface will be asphalted, making the journey more pleasurable for riders.

“The surfacing work is expected to be finished in October this year, dependent of course on favourable weather.” 

Mr Barber said the improvements were welcomed by the many cyclists and pedestrians who use the path every week.

“Federation Trail provides a backbone for cycling opportunities in the west, and this latest funding injection will make cycling and walking a more attractive recreational option, particularly for residents of the Wyndham, Hobsons Bay and Brimbank municipalities,” said Mr Barber.
“Many families living in the west have explored the trail whether walking, running or riding, and we have listened to their feedback and are acting to improve their Federation Trail experience.”
Mr Pallas said the Federation Trail shared path was the biggest ever single bicycle project in Melbourne.
“This $12.5 million trail which connects to existing paths including the Werribee River Trail and the Western Ring Path, and provides safe off road access to the northern areas of Melbourne such as Tullamarine and Greensborough.
In May 2006, as part of the Meeting our Transport Challenges plan, the State Government announced new funding of $72 million over 10 years to extend Victoria’s bicycle networks and enhance pedestrian crossings and facilities across the entire state.
Mr Pallas said this represented the biggest commitment to bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the State’s history. 
“Through this initiative we are encouraging more people to take up cycling to complement public transport as an alternative to driving, which will help to ease congestion on our roads,” Mr Pallas said.

A map showing the location of the Federation Trail is available online on www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/federationtrail or www.bv.com.au
